B 1verpool made the EPL a far more
interesting conitest to watch “after they

- pouriced “on’ United ‘to.win 4-1 at- Old*
Trafford.” Just when:everybody. t‘nought- -

that the league was over riow there"is
doubt,  thanks “to.the” Reds’ victory
Nobody Kriows it better than Alex Fergu-
son that you can’t'coun
your + chickens - béfote
they are haiched: How:

zespond to-this setback
Its their worst home

Socoer

The big question: is can Liverpool stay
with United in the run in? We have seen
Liverpool drop silly points as United
cdosed in on them. Yes, the 41 was a
great win but it will be a test of time when
it comes to winning the title. And that
time frame is the month of Apzil. United
are at home to Villa, Portsmouth and
Spurs while away to Sunderland and
Wigan mid-April.

Liverpool .end March with a home
game against Aston Villa and a win here
would certainly keep the title race alive.
Nevertheless with a_game less to play
than United, the Pool have to win on the
road to Futham and Hull City while at

home to Blackburn Rovers and Arsenal. -

1t's a great schedide for the fans in gener-
al as every game from here on in matters.

To make the title race even more excit-
ing, Liverpool are not the only one
putting it up to the Devils. Chelsea once
again pulled through with a 1-0 triumph
over Manchester City. A win away to
Spurs to end March would set the Blues
up for a very interesting April. Away to
Newecastle and a very fricky fixture at
West Ham while at home to Bolton and
Everton will test Chelsea to stay in the
race. Like Liverpool the Blues cannot
afford to drop a single point and so far so

ever ‘expect: United - fo.

urkey tavels to Spam Alonso and Tor-
res will be his mainconcerns. = - :
. While' the Spaniards should win this
‘one the Turks will compete for every ball
-‘and let's not-forget how well they did:in
EURO 2008. I's on April 1'when we can
“expect players to pick up ‘injurties. Hope-
fully they don't, but it's part and parcel of.
. the game. At the same time it really is to0 -

-some “of ‘these players “have also just:
played in the Champions Leagte. Once
-again 4 teams from the EPL make it to the
“Jeast 8. Nevertheless the games to watch,

“rniutch on the body. Let’s not forget that -

defeat in 16 years. Fergle ]

will probably remind his -
players of this as they -
§@@§B§ take the field away to
éﬂ?fﬁiﬁﬁ Fulham to end the-
@irist?ec?}rg.com month of March on'a
positive note.

Manchester City manager Mark Hughes will hope that Rmhard Dunne, above doesn’t

pick up an injury playing for lreland against Buigaria. .

good under Guus Hiddink. Let's hope
the race keeps going in to May but April’s

schedule is going to test Liverpool's and -

Chelsea’s will to win. United has a game

in hand and they canafford another shp -

{up or eventwo as they still have a 4-point

Of course during international duty
managers will cross their fingers that
their star players will come bacl healthy.
Already we have seen that when top
players like Gerrard and Torres are out
Liverpool are not the same. It's similar
when United are without Rooney or
Vidic although United’s depth has
proven itself a lot this season. Chelsea on

the other hand are a real dark horse but
they do miss Terry when he's out.
Another key to club success in April is
a little bit of luck during the World Cup
qualifiers. - Players must -avoid  injury.
Nonetheless it will come down to the best

. advantage. - But .nobody saw that 4-1 squad rathier than the best starting 11. _
coming, nobody expected Liverpeol to ~ = On March 28 Treland are at home to :fhebody anid head, upon which his cor--
do that at Old Trafford, nobody. Bulgaria. The green and white mustbeat | ner. threw in the towel.
the Bulgarians to remain in pursuit for “Tt was great, O’Connor, now 50
EPL managers dread WC games automatic qualification. AnIrish win will wa’ch two KOs, said. ™ :

also more or less knock Bulgaria out of
the race. What a great day it could be for
the Irish. EPL managers will keep a close
watch on Dimitar Berbatov, John (O'Shea,
Stiliyan Petrov, Robbie Keane and
Richard Dunne. Liverpool’s Rafael Ben-
itez will not only cross his fingers. but
he’ll probably bite off his nails when

EPL Standings against Jimmy Leblanc that ended with
Leam B Bs (@D &eéf;zr?ﬂ?igﬁyﬁggﬁgng punching
ﬁﬁan Utd 28 65 (+33) - OSullivan’s power, Leblanc sought to
| Chelsea 28 61 (+33) -| smother his man and was docked
| Liverpool 29 61  (+28) ':iﬁ-igeéoggg:e tﬁvg;e?lv?;vjﬁ i é];.}f‘.2
| Arsenal 20 B2 19
| Aston Villa 29 52 (+12) LEE OPPONENT
Bverton . 20 48 (10) | | Lolbetoniusiact ot il et SE@
West Ham 29 40 o) - with the Limerick southpaw for real at
Wigan 28 38 (i) -“ﬁaﬁiﬁﬁ??fét‘ﬁé‘;‘%’sfe i
Fullam 29 37 =2) ifter “the “cancellation f_ _ b _
wnoy 2 s | | ERGIT b
| Tottenham 29 35 {1 | I eAnthn Edhols: o
| Bolton 23 33 (12) e ' inter
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Sunderland 20 32 (-9) for'th :
Blackbum 29 30 (-16)
Newcastle 29 29 (-11} =
Portsmouth 28 29 ({-15) T e main event at The' -2, :
Stoke ° 20 20 (-19) {E_Eiiﬁifsmsﬁﬁs&fﬁﬁeﬁﬁ
Middlesbr 29 27 (=20} f raworidhﬂem}us homet wn He’li?
West Brom 28 23 (-29) |
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“alongside the nail-biting managers, on
“April 1, are Italy vs. Ireland, Liechtenstien
:vs, Russia and Englan

1 d vs. Ukraine.
--On-March 29, the big game in South
America’s CONMEBOL is Ecuador vs.

Brazil. We see more and more Brazilians
.make it in the EPL. Ecuador must win
* this one to keep alive their 2010 WC

dream. Robinho, Alex, Jo, Elano and
Anderson could feature in this crunch
WC game, not the kind of game that

Jexcites club managers bit it certainly
excites the fans.

Contmued fmm Page 40 :

“ieyman Char}es Wade {4—9 1 KOJ on'.
“thé floor from ‘a Tight hook to the’ 4ibs
after the first bell. - : o
i Wade beat fhé count bu’c was
“decked again by adouble right hook to

- The former 11.5. Olympic alternate,.
A majority points winner -over Jamar
:Saunders“in ‘Florida on February 27,
was: fighting in his home state for the
ﬁrst tEme
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" Cork native Gary ”pri(e” O'Gulhi-
van, sharrock designs shaved into his
Tair, found “himself ‘in- a dinch fest
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